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COMMON COUNCIL 
APRIL 17, 2012 

 
The Common Council, City of Madison, Indiana, met in regular session at 5:30 PM 
in the Council Chamber, City Hall.  Mayor Welch opened the meeting with the 
Lord’s Prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  Present, Hodges, 
Berry, Jones, Henderson, Backus, (5).  Absent, Lee and Kellems (2). 
 
Motion made by Backus, seconded by Henderson to approve April 3, 2012 
minutes.  Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Proclamations- 
Week of the Poet Proclamation was read by Mayor Welch. 
Lydia Middleton School Day Proclamation was read by Mayor Welch. 
 
Reports From Standing Committees- 
Councilman Jones reported on the Traffic Committee meeting.  Voted to put a 
dead end sign on North Walnut.  Discussed a proposal to make Second St. and St. 
Michaels a 4-way stop-no vote was taken.  Bridge weight issue is not being 
interpreted the same way on both sides of river.  Discussed Autumnwood Drive 
and Michigan Road intersection.  Councilman Berry is to speak to John Hoffman 
concerning this.  Councilman Henderson clarified that any decision concerning the 
4 way stop would be brought before the Council and have 3 readings as normal.  
 
Finance Committee will meet on Thursday the 26th at 4pm. 
 
Communications-City Offices 
 
 
Police Chief-Dan Thurston 
The dead end sign on North Walnut should have been put up today, did not have 
a chance to check it, but will before the next Council meeting.  Currently have 
received 33 applications for patrolman.  Testing will be on April 21st at MCHS. 
 
Councilman Backus asked Chief Thurston to check speeding on the West end of 
Main Street. 
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Parks Director-Dave Stucker 
Baseball and softball season is under way.  Had 350 players in 2011, have just 
over 300 so far this year.  Tentatively scheduling an Opening Day at the complex 
on May 21st.  Keeping busy mowing and keeping parks up.   
 
Councilwoman Hodges asked about the new lighting at the Broadway Fountain.  
Why was this type of lighting chosen?  Stucker stated that he was not involved in 
that.  Randy Eggenspiller spoke that since the fountain would be lit, they felt that 
the low lighting would be best to light the sidewalk. 
 
Fire Department-Steve Horton 
FCC has mandated an unfunded change in radio communication.  Before January, 
all radios must be changed from wide band to narrow band.  This project should 
be completed by October.  There will be no disruption in service.  
 
Community Development-Andrew Forrester 
Working on Municipal Government Week.  If is scheduled for May 14-18.  A 
calendar should be available later in the week on the website.  Was thinking 
about a city wide clean up where the mayor and council help clean up the city, 
but may want to combine that with United Way’s Day of Caring.  There will be 
more to come on that. 
 
Building Inspector-Mark Johnson 
Met with FEMA and they have given some helpful information on storm shelters.  
Also, Indiana has now been placed in Tornado Alley. 
 
Pictures are being passed around.  The first picture is of a home on the hilltop that 
has severe roof damage and no front door.  Have made several attempts to meet 
homeowners, but have not been able to.  Will continue to try. 
 
The second picture is of W. Third Street where a handicap ramp had been placed 
out over the sidewalk.  After speaking with the homeowner, it has been removed. 
 
The third picture is of W. Second Street.  A couple from Rushville is going to 
restore this property.  They have been informed of the correct channels that they 
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need to go through.  A stop work order was placed on this property until they 
have done this.  They will be putting up a fence for safety reasons. 
 
A storm shelter located in the Meadows has been brought to our attention.  
Storm shelters require building permits. 
 
Working with several homeowners on disputes about mowing.  No one wants to 
mow a strip between properties. 
 
Councilman Berry thanked Johnson for checking on a problem on Terrace Drive. 
 
City Attorney-Joe Jenner 
After reading over the noise ordinance, it is council’s opinion that a variance is not 
needed for Walsh Construction.  There is a clause built in for construction and 
that should cover their project. 
 
Miscellaneous- 
Mayor Welch said the sound is better.  Max Maxwell has been working and just 
finished before the meeting.  The small conference room was equipped with 
speakers as well so if there is overflow, they will be able to hear.  There are also 
assisted listening devices available for the hearing impaired. 
 
Dennis Crank of Channel 15 noted that the system is still being tweaked. 
 
Public Comments- 
John Deluca-Commented about the lights at the fountain.  Should get HBR opinion 
before replacing and save old ones. 
 
Wayne Engle-Would like to see gold fish in the fountain again. 
 
Bob Ems-Main Street Director-Wanted to let community know that bridge weight 
limit effects local business and their bottom line.  Encourage everyone to shop 
local to help these businesses during this time. 
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Council Comments- 
Councilwoman Hodges announced a seminar put on by The Main Street Program 
by Ken Brand.  Nearly Always Fatal Mistakes in Business.  April 24th at Madison 
Visitor’s Center at 8am. 
 
Mayor Welch invited everyone to attend the VOBC to hear Jeff Finkle, President 
of the International Economic Development Council speak at 7pm tonight. 
 
Mayor Welch wanted to thank the Blue Ribbon Committee and all that they are 
doing. 
 
Next meeting May 7, 2012 at 5:30pm. 
 
Berry made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Backus.  All in favor, motion carried 
(5-0).  Meeting adjourned at 6:20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED_______________________ 
President Pro-Tempore Laura Hodges 
 
 
_________________________________ 
William J. Kalb, Clerk-Treasurer 
 


